Percutaneous radiofrequency thermolesion of the sympathetic chain in the treatment of peripheral vascular disease.
Percutaneous radiofrequency thermal lesion of the lumbar sympathetic chain (PRFS) was performed in 30 patients with diabetes mellitus suffering from unreconstractable endstage peripheral vascular disease. All of the patients had the feeling of warmth after PRFS, 45% were free of further complaints and 63% changed to stage II according fontaine. The reported data demonstrate a good comparability concerning amputation after a period of two years to the results obtained by surgical sympathectomy. As there is no need of general anesthesia PRFS turned out to be a good alternative to the surgical sympathectomy.